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Juty 27,2009

Honourable Gordon Campbell
Fremier of British Columbia
PO Box 9041
STN PROVGOVT
MfiOTiA. BC V8W 9E1
Fax 250-387{087

By fax

604?919043

CA}IADIAN qNON OF XSUC ET4PIOYIES
BRmSH qout/ilFtA DMSION

510- 4940 Gnada wry, Errnatly, B'lrFi Columbp vEG ifrf
qrv/lrv cuFe. DC.ca

Ter: 6.x,291-9119 Far: 60+291.90{3

T-052 P.01/92 F-015

Honourable Margaret MacDiarmid
Minister of Educalion and Minister
Respon$ible for Early Learning and
LrteracY
East Annex; Parliament Buitdings
Victoria, BC VgV 1X4

, Fax 250-387-3200

Dear Premier Campbcll and Mini$ter MacDiarmid:

I am wridng as President of the Canadian union of Public Employees B.C. pivision
(cuPE BC), the largesr union in the province representing some 80,000 mqmbers.
CUPE BC supports the call by the BC Library,-TIustees Associauon (BCLTA) br the
Provincial Government lo confirm that the provincial grants to pilblic libraries will be the
same as the 2008 grants, at minimqm. or inoreased.

CUPE BC represents over 2,600 public library €mployees in 25 pubtic lihrary Eystems
across the province. Our members arq deeply committed to their work in libraries.
They're also proucl of rhe servipes they provide to the public. They fecognize the
deva6Hting effects that any cut in provincial granF would have on the EeNices librarie8
provide.

All libraries depend on provincial grants to sorne degrde. The grants help tp finance a
variety of provincial programs including op€n access. online resources, laterapy tfaining,
AskAway, the Bc onecard, ano other services. .,,

The Provincial Govemment, through rhe Public L;ilafy'Fervices Branch (pLSF). has
manqated that pqblic libraries participale in thes€ provincial progEms so that atl British
Columbian$ hava access. CUPE BC believes that the Provincial Gov€rnment musl
mainlain library grants to retain these valuable provincial prog€ms and ensure
continued access for all. In our opinion, lh€ currenl level of provincial funding falts €hort
of adcquately funding these pfograms .

E n] O'ftsL Pr€6ita
Irla r tlancoclr,,S.ol'ary.'tEar{rer
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July 27 .20OQ
flonourable Gorqon Campbert & Honourable Marg3fet MacDiarmid

As others have nol€d, public libraries often experience a signilicant increase in usage
dqring tough economic tim€s, and the reoenl downtum is no exception. Oqr pqblic
librafies, and the programs and services they provide, help change lives. Tfey offer
acc€ssible resources of free and reliable inhrmation that help$ people finrl jobs, assisls
$/ith aco€ss lo government seryices, fostem early childhood literacy development and
supports learners of all ages. Any cuts would seriously impad jab seeKers, people with
low incomes and young children especially.

While all libraries would suffer from the etiminafion or reduction of provincial grant6, we
believe that smelt€r lipraries wortld De disproportionately affeded. Genenlly, the granF
form a higher percentage of total reventres for those libraries. For example, CUPE
represent$ the six workers at the Smithec Public Library. That library's moCest grant of
$55,42€ in 2OO7 represented 21.7 per cent of the library's total revenue [souroe: PLSB
2007 Library Statisticsl.

CUPE BC understands that Minister MacDiarmrd is meeting with representatives of the
BCLTA on July 28. That woqld be a superb opportunity for the government to
announce that il will provide funding at least the same as last yeal, or, Preferably,
announoe an increase. The province of Alberta increased funding to libraries hy 30 per
cent in its April brrdget.

There rs a wonderful quote from Premier Campbell on the PLSB websitc; "Qur libmries
arc a greal investment in cornmunity,i leaming and literacy. They open doors of
opportunity for minds hungry for knowleclge and adventure. They arc the fronl lines of
the efon to make British Columbia the most lilerate place in the worlcl.'

I wholeheartedly concut with that sentiment, Mr. Premier, and so I ask you to pleaoe
ensure that lhis continues to be the case.

Sinc€rely,

Barry o'Neill
President i:
cuPE Bc 
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c Jacquetine van DyK. Direclor, Public LDrary Seryices,BrjrncI (fax: 60+€604435)

Andy Ackerman, Presdenq Bc Lrbrary Truslees Assochtton (hx 604- 913-141 3)
tGn Cooey, Presdent, BC Lrbrary Assosalron (rar: 604"609{707)
cuPE Bc Lrbrary commrnee I
Jrm Stngair. Pregiqenr, BC Feoerathn of Labosr (fax. 604-430^5917)
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